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Clusiodes Coquillett, 1904 (Diptera, CLUSIIDAE): proposed conservation
of usage by designation of Heteroneura albimana Meigen, 1830 as the
type species
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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 70.2 of the Code, is to
conserve usage of the genus Clusiodes Coquillett, 1904 (replacement name for
Heteroneura Fallén, 1823) by designating H. albimana Meigen, 1830 as the type
species. It has been long overlooked that the type species of Heteroneura is actually
H. muscaria Fallén 1823, a species now assigned to Cnemacantha Macquart, 1835 in
the family LAUXANIDAE Macquart, 1835. It is proposed that H. albimana be
designated the type species of Heteroneura in order to maintain the current usage of
the name Clusiodes for a widespread, regularly collected and frequently discussed
taxon in the cLusipAE Handlirsch, 1884.
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1. The genus Heteroneura was established by Fallén (1823, p. 2) for three new
species: H. muscaria Fallén, 1823 (p. 2), H. geomyzina Fallén, 1823 (p. 2) and H.
scatophagina Fallén, 1823 (p. 3). No type species was designated. Of these, only H.
geomyzina 1s currently classified as cLUSIDAE; H. muscaria is now placed in the
LAUXANIIDAE and H. scatophagina in the ASTEIIDAE Rondani, 1856.

2. Heteroneura muscaria Fallén, 1823 was subsequently designated as the type
species of Heteroneura Fallén, 1823 by Zetterstedt (1838, column 784) in October
1838 (date from Evenhuis, 1997), but this designation has not been observed outside
of that publication.

3. Seven years following Fallén (1823), Meigen (1830, p. 126) described three new
species of Heteroneura, including H. albimana Meigen, 1830 (p. 128) from Switzer-
land (now known to be widely distributed in Europe and Russia). A redescription of
H. geomyzina was also included.

4. Presumably unaware of any prior type designation, Curtis (1838, plate 721)
designated Heteroneura albimana Meigen, 1830 as the type species of Heteroneura on
1 December 1838 (date from Evenhuis, 1997). The designation was probably a result
of H. albimana being the only Heteroneura recognised in his publication, which
surveyed the insects of Great Britain and Ireland.

5. The designation of H. albimana as the type species of Heteroneura by Curtis
(1838) was accepted by a number of authors, including Westwood (1840, p. 152),
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Johnson (1913, p. 97), Melander & Argo (1924, p. 13), Frey (1960, p. 15), So6s (1964,
p. 7) and Lonsdale & Marshall (2007, p. 123).

6. Blanchard (1840, p. 628) treated Heteroneura nubila Meigen, 1830 (spelled as
Heteronevra Nubila) as the type species of Heteroneura. Lonsdale & Marshall (2007)
considered H. nubila to be a junior synonym of H. albimana.

7. Macquart (1835, p. 587) removed Heteroneura muscaria from Heteroneura and
assigned it to his new genus Cnemacantha Macquart, 1835, making it the type species
by monotypy. Cnemacantha is currently referred to the LAUXANIIDAE, while Hetero-
neura is currently placed in a different family, the CLUSIIDAE.

8. Following this new combination for Heteroneura muscaria, Zetterstedt (1848, p.
27877) designated Heteroneura geomyzina Fallén, 1823 as the type species of Heteroneura.

9. This invalid designation by Zetterstedt (1848) was accepted by Steyskal (1965,
p. 807), Sasakawa (1977, p. 236), Sods (1984, p. 11) and Caloren & Marshall (1998,
p. 263). However, Heteroneura albimana, which was designated as type prior to H.
geomyzina, i1s more frequently collected, more frequently discussed, and has been
recognised as type by more authors, including the last revisers of the genus, (Lonsdale
& Marshall, 2007).

10. When Coquillett (1904, p. 93) realised that Heteroneura was preoccupied by a
genus earlier described by Fallén (1810, p. 7), he proposed Clusiodes as the
replacement name for Heteroneura Fallén, 1823, which, according to Article 67.8 of
the Code (Type species of nominal genus-group taxa denoted by new replacement
names), has the same type species of the name it replaced. In this case, the valid type
species is H. muscaria, making Clusiodes a junior synonym of Cremacantha
Macquart, 1835 in the LAUXANIIDAE.

11. Clusiodes, as currently treated in the literature, comprises 31 described species
distributed predominantly throughout the Holarctic Region. It is a regularly
collected and frequently cited taxon that has been treated as a clusiid for over a
century in at least 44 publications written by over 30 authors from Coquillett (1904)
onwards. A record of the history and usage of Clusiodes is provided in Lonsdale &
Marshall (2007), who recently redefined and revised the genus. A list of references is
held by the Secretariat.

12. The International Commission of Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked:

(1) to useits plenary power to set aside all previous type fixations for Heteroneura
Fallén, 1823 and to designate Heteroneura albimana Meigen,1830 as the type
species;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Clusiodes
Coquillett, 1904 (gender: masculine), type species Heteroneura albimana
Meigen, 1830, as ruled in (1) above;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name albimana
Meigen, 1830, as published in the binomen Heteroneura albimana (specific
name of the type species of Heteroneura Fallén, 1823, and subsequently
Clusiodes Coquillett, 1904, as ruled in (1) above).
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